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What can you learn about Yelahanka through listening? This
project borrows protocols for listening from sound art
practice, for use as methodologies for socially-engaged
arts. ‘Social listening’ is proposed as an essential
starting point for work that seeks to initiate social
dialogue. 

During this project, students listened together and
separately, comparing experiences and examining their
‘listening positionalities’ (Robinson, 2021). Devising group
agreements for collaborative working and ethical research
practices, students considered how they might use artistic
practice to connect to concerns in the neighbourhood.



SOCIAL
LISTENING

This process has resulted in three proposals for
community-based projects. Each project proposes dialogue
with local communities through creative workshops or
interventions in public space. Proposals have been
developed in consultation with Yelahanka workers and
residents, and suggest artistic strategies to facilitate
communication across social and cultural divides. 

This is one of a series of three zines, that shares these
proposals.
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During our walks in and around Yelahanka,
specifically the 4th Phase, we noticed that
different housing settlements had certain letters
inscribed on their buildings. These letters read:
LIG, MIG, and HIG, which stand for the different
socio-economic classes (high, middle, and low-
income groups) to which these houses were
allocated. Coincidentally, the upkeep of these
buildings provided by the local authority varies
according to the socio-economic class they are
allotted to. The LIG housing settlements are poorly
maintained in comparison to the MIG and HIG housing
areas. Yet the disparity in the upkeep of these
buildings frequently goes unnoticed. 



Breaking the Glass Ceiling is a socially-engaged art
project that aims to spark dialogue about the
maintenance of these buildings. The project invites
residents of all three housing groups to join in
creative workshops taking place in communal outdoor
areas, aiming to encourage dialogue between
communities present in the area. In the proposed
activity, participants use specialist glass paints
and stencils to create new and beautiful windows,
replacing the broken windows of abandoned LIG
buildings in the area. This workshop encourages
dialogue and collaboration, as participants work
together to create new designs for the glass –
permeating the invisible barrier of social hierarchy
among socio-economic classes. 
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