
Open House presents... 
 
 

HYPERLOCAL RADIO 
guide to audio works 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



Open House is a long-term collaboration between Kettle’s Yard and our 
neighbouring communities in North Cambridge. We welcome an Artist 
in Residence each year, selected by the community, to explore the local 
area, collaborate with local residents and create new artwork together.  
 
Thanks to... 
 
Cambridge Community Arts  Ian Brownlie 
Cambridge Holiday Lunches Jo Miller 
Romsey Mill Hilary Cox Condron 
North Cambridge Academy Anu Templar 
The Grove Primary School Jacquie Campbell 
Arbury Primary Michael Judge 
Chesterton Camera Club Joshua Bilton 
Cambridge Manor Care Home Rachel McGivern 
Jimmy’s Night Shelter Vijay Prakesh 
Wintercomfort Emily Godden 
Cam Sight Rob Taliesin-Owen 
Cambridge & District Amateur Radio Club Amanda Kelleher 
Cambridge African Network Dyad Creative 
Pye History Trust 
Encompass Network 
St John’s Innovation Centre 
Cambridge City Council 
Corona House 
Church of the Good Shepherd 
Rowan Humberstone 
Arbury Carnival 
Meadows Community Centre 
Arbury Community Centre 
James Lees 
 
 



Field Recordings 
Hannah Kemp-Welch 
 
City and Body 
00:02:18 
A walk from Kettle’s Yard to Meadows Community Centre.  
 
Sports Day  
00:02:30 
Children on Parker’s Piece. 
 
Arbury Carnival 
00:03:44 
Sounds from the parade.  
 

 
 
 
 



Jim Ede 
00:01:51 
Hannah Kemp-Welch 
 
The founder of Kettle’s Yard, Jim Ede, was a visionary who collected art 
and arranged it carefully, opening his house to students and guests for 
conversations and concerts. Jim wrote about ‘how art and the 
living-space can bring each other alive’, and made some recordings on 
this subject. This audio work is a short collage, created from recordings 
of a 1984 BBC interview with Jim. 
 
Kettle’s Yard have continued Jim’s ethos of ‘open house’, and welcome 
everyone, including schools and community groups to visit and 
participate in art making in the gallery. They also work with the 
community and develop creative collaborations in Arbury, Kings Hedges, 
East Chesterton and Orchard Park.  
 
Jim travelled during the Second World War and gave talks in military 
hospitals, to provide comfort to injured soldiers. A letter survives, from 
the American Red Cross, thanking Jim for his efforts, and noting that Jim 
had given 145 lectures on wards and delivered 35 lectures on the 
hospital’s public address system. Jim’s commitment to knowledge 
exchange, in particular his hospital radio lectures, have served as 
inspiration for Hyperlocal Radio.  
   



A Social History of Pye 
00:08:39 
Roger Crabtree (Pye History Trust), Hannah Kemp-Welch 
 
W.G. Pye had a part-time business in a garden shed in Chesterton, 
making scientific instruments. This business grew into Pye Limited, and 
went on to be a major employer in Cambridge, leading developments in 
radio and selling telecommunications products all over the world.  
 
Though there is no blue plaque at 19 Humberstone Road, Chesterton, 
this seems to me to be a site of social significance. It conjures an image 
of the humble beginnings of important inventions, and the need for 
spaces where we can create - or as the Men’s Sheds movement describe 
it: ‘a place to pursue practical interests at leisure, to practice skills and 
enjoy making’.  
 
I’m struck by the influence Cambridge had and continues to have on 
communication technologies. Cambridge is a hub of technological 
activity, home to Amazon’s Development Centre and ARM’s 
headquarters and Apple’s voice recognition developers VocalIQ, as well 
as a Science Park full of tech companies. Roger Crabtree of the Pye 
History Trust speaks about the social history of Pye Limited, which 
perhaps has interesting contrasts to the globalised tech firms of Silicon 
Fen today. 
 
 
   



Inside a Radio Shack 
00:10:02 
Peter Howell (Cambridge & District Amateur Radio Club), Hannah 
Kemp-Welch 
 
In exploring the legacy of Pye’s developments in radio on Cambridge 
communities, I was made aware of Cambridge & District Amateur Radio 
Club. I went along to one of their meetings, and found a large group of 
‘ham radio’ enthusiasts, some of which were retired employees of Pye 
Limited.  
 
Peter Howell invited me to his ‘radio shack’ and explained the hobby of 
amateur radio to me. I loved hearing about how radio can be a lifeline for 
people who are socially isolated, and the collaboration, comradery and 
community aspect of radio clubs. 
 
 

 



Loud Tent 
00:01:24  
Holiday Lunches, Church of Good Shepherd, Hannah Kemp-Welch 
 
The Church of Good Shepherd offers free lunches to local children 
during school holidays. In support of this, artist facilitators from Kettle’s 
Yard create drop in arts activities for the 100+ children that attend.  
 
During the summer of 2018, I set up two tents in the church, layered 
with acoustic absorbent fabrics and foams, with hidden speakers to 
create new sonic environments for play. Children were invited to make 
their own sounds in the tents. In the Loud Tent, children screamed - 
nervously at first, cautious of this newly granted permission. The Quiet 
Tent, though not always quiet, was an alternative space for listening, or 
perhaps hiding.  
 

 



Social Care Karaoke 
00:04:41  
James Lees, Hannah Kemp-Welch 
 
One of the first people I met in Arbury is James Lees. He is a local legend 
- an absolutely fantastic singer. Jim is retired, but spent many years in a 
band playing rock’n’roll to audiences near and far. Jim is a regular at 
Meadows Community Centre, where he has many friends and 
contributes to the social life of the area - everyone seems to know him. 
The more I spoke with Jim, the more I felt a sense of shared values. He’s 
also passionate about bringing people together through the arts, and 
uses his phenomenal talent to play live music in social care settings, 
inviting everyone to get involved.  
 
 
 

 
 
 



The Cambridge Music Scene 
00:09:37 
Cambridge Community Arts Music Production, Hannah Kemp-Welch 
 
Over the course of five sessions, members of Cambridge Community 
Arts produced their first ever radio show. Radio production is not 
necessarily an accessible practice. To create a radio show, you need 
access to technology, confidence in your voice, skills in recording and 
editing, and a platform through which to share your work. Facilitating 
the production of audio works with community groups, led by their 
interests, has been the core aim of my work through Open House. I hope 
by sharing this practice, a wider range of voices are heard on local 
channels, and community radio becomes representative of a wider 
section of society. 
 
 

 
   



For the Record 
00:03:21 
Wintercomfort, Anu Templar, Amanda Kelleher  
 
Artist Anu Templar and sound engineer Amanda Kelleher met with 
participants at Wintercomfort, a charity that supports people who are 
homeless or vulnerably housed, offering them vital welfare services and 
opportunities for learning and training. They worked with guests to 
share the stories and songs of a group who are often spoken for or 
spoken about, but rarely actually heard in the media. 
 
 
 
 

 



Leaves 
00:03:35 
Cambridge Manor Care Home, Rachel McGivern 
 
Artist Rachel McGivern explored the theme of nature with residents of 
Cambridge Manor Care Home inspired by natural forms found at Kettle’s 
Yard. They created prints using gelatine plates and talked about their 
own love of nature and art. 
 
Singing 
00:03:00 
Cambridge Manor Care Home, Vijay Prakesh & Rachel McGivern 
 
Musician Vijay Prakesh and artist Rachel McGivern worked with 
residents of Cambridge Manor Care Home to create a visual musical 
score inspired by the residents favourite music and how it made them 
feel.  
 

 



Mindfulness 
00:06:59  
Cambridge Community Arts, Jo Miller, Rob Talisen-Owen 
 
Inspired by Jim Ede’s passion for creating a space for calm in beautiful 
surroundings, artist Jo Miller has worked with Cambridge Community 
Arts to explore mindfulness as a method for engaging with their own 
creativity. 
 
Listen to a soundscape of Kettle’s Yard peppered with extracts of a 
mindful meditation through listening.  
 
Please take a postcard featuring a detail of artworks produced by 
participants throughout the project following mindful meditations which 
took place in Kettle’s Yard House. 
 
 

 



Memories of Sea Cadet Hall 
00:07:55 
Over 40 participants of the Sea Cadet Hall Memory Cafe at the Museum 
of Technology Engineer’s House and over 170 members of the 
‘Memories of giggling at the Sea Cadet Hall‘ Facebook group 
(established through the project),​ ​Hilary Cox Condron, photo supplied by 
Nick Grant and music by The Stormed (recording supplied by Sharron 
Stanley) and Freedom Faction.  
 
Opposite the Pye factory on riverside, Sea Cadet Hall was a Mecca for 
punks, grebos, bikers and skins. GigGing, moshing, drinking, scrapping, 
snogging, chips on the stagger home and doing it all again the following 
weekend. Hilary has been gathering stories and photos to help piece 
together those hazy memories. 
 

 



Brave Hearts Hidden Voices 
00:17:20 
Romsey Mill youth groups at the Meadows, Jimmy's Cambridge, St 
John's Innovation Centre, Cambridge City Council, Encompass Network, 
Corona House, Hilary Cox Condron 
 
“​The whole problem with the world is fools and fanatics are always so 
certain of themselves and wiser people so full of doubts.​” - Bertrand 
Russell 
 
Brave Hearts, Hidden Voices is a collection of conversations, tips and 
philosophies from Cambridge residents sharing the techniques we use 
when our inner narrative is telling us we aren't good enough, that we are 
imposters, or that our lives should look just like our social media posts. 
 
“There will always be someone ready to say something negative to you... 
and most likely, it will be you” ​- Akua Obeng-Frimpong, Cambridge City 
Council 

 

 



The Rad Lads Podcast 
00:08:54 
North Cambridge Academy, Michael Judge  
 
Theatre practitioner Michael Judge collaborated with student Arts 
Ambassadors at North Cambridge Academy, to produce their first ever 
podcast. 
 
The Arts Ambassadors worked in small groups discussing themes of 
particular interest to them. The podcast, entirely developed and created 
by the students, explores school rules, memories, Wii, friendship and 
politics. It includes interviews with teachers, canteen staff, original music 
and features a comedy sketch by Gav Gav & Kids. 
 
 

 



Rowan Laughs 
00:03:02 
Rowan Humberstone, Jacquie Campbell, Hannah Kemp-Welch 
 
I went to visit Rowan Humberstone - a charity supporting people with 
learning disabilities. The charity is based on Humberstone Road, across 
from the house where W.G. Pye made scientific instruments in his 
garden shed in 1896. Together, we recorded a short piece of audio, 
capturing the community spirit of Rowan, and endless laughter. During 
the recording, Rowan members were working with artist Jacquie 
Campbell, experimenting with clay and trying to assign words to the 
sounds that wet clay makes. 
 
 
 
 

 



New Estate Bad Boys 
00:10:09 
Romsey Mill, Hannah Kemp-Welch 
 
I visited Romsey Mill, where the Thursday night youth club runs a 
recording studio for budding musicians. Two of the volunteers told me 
about their journey from members to mentors, and shared music made in 
the studio ten years apart under their band name, New Estate Bad Boys.  
 
Though this piece focuses on the music of two of its members, I was 
struck by the distinct soundscape of the youth club - pool, ping pong, 
FIFA video games, the cheese toastie machine and high spirits. I passed 
around binaural microphones to highlight these sounds and give young 
people a chance to do some sonic exploration of their own. 
 

 



Old and New Technology 
00:02:02 
The Grove Primary School, Jacquie Campbell, Emily Godden 
 
Young people seem to be pretty clued up about technology - even those 
devices made redundant before they were born. Yet apprenticeships 
such as those supported by Pye Limited are rare in the globalised labour 
market. A Centre for Cities report recently attributed high levels of 
inequality in Cambridge to social separation - with tech companies 
recruiting globally and low levels of social mobility in North and East 
Cambridge. 
 
Artist Jacquie Campbell, with support from artist Emily Godden and 
Richard Parker of Cambridge & District Amateur Radio Club, went to the 
Grove Primary School, to run a series of workshops with children about 
communication technologies past and present.  
 

 



Cam Sight 
00:03:36 
00:02:44 
Cam Sight, Ian Brownlie 
 
Cam Sight is a local charity supporting people with low vision and 
blindness. Artist Ian Brownlie ran a series of workshops with 
participants at Cam Sight youth club, inspired by the developments in 
radio technology by Pye Limited. Young people opened up Pye radio 
cases, invoking connections by touch as with a DJ mixing desk. 
Together, they tried out some beatboxing, incorporated thumb pianos in 
improvised duets, wrote lyrics and songs, and collaged all this together 
into an audio medley, inspired by vinyl released on Pye’s own record 
label. The radio case echoes the experience of these workshops on its 
lid, housing tactile and low-tech mixing decks. 
 
 

 
 



Wishes for the World 
00:03:45 
Arbury Primary School, Jacquie Campbell, Hannah Kemp-Welch 
 
Artist Jacquie Campbell, worked with children from Arbury Primary 
School as they produced Christmas tree decorations. Students shared 
their thoughts and wishes, and told us what they think the world needs. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
   



Scotland Road 
00:05:56 
00:01:31 
Chesterton Camera Club at 100 Houses, Ian Brownlie 
 
Travelling Scotland Road, Chesterton, in search of Jim and Helen Ede, 
who moved to Edinburgh after leaving Kettle’s Yard, participants explore 
the history of Chesterton Village. Significant stories include the Scottish 
farmers who drove cattle all the way to Cambridge, the establishment of 
100 Houses Society which aimed to create a hundred new homes every 
year and the lost orchards of apples and pears and the changing face of 
the village high street. 
 

 



Masquerade 
00:09:55 
Cambridge African Network, Joshua Bilton, Rob Taliesin-Owen 
 
Artist Joshua Bilton and sound engineer Rob Taliesin-Owen, spent time 
with the Cambridge African Network exploring traditional masquerades, 
mythology and dance. The recordings throughout the workshops discuss 
ancestral histories, spirit worlds and the importance of passing on oral 
histories from generation to generation.   
 
 
 
 

 
   
   



Selected works from HYPERLOCAL RADIO are also on display at Arbury 
Community Centre and Meadow’s Community Centre. 
 
 
 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Zine, selected sound works and display by Hannah Kemp-Welch,  
Open House Artist in Residence 2018-19.  
sound-art-hannah.com 
@SoundArtHannah 
 
Open House is generously supported by Esmée Fairbairn Foundation 
and Cambridge City Council.  

 
 


