
 
LISTENING TO VANGUARD: 
SOUND, TEXT, CODE 
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The Dolphin Code 
  
The unofficial code used between diesel submarines and surface ships 
engaged in exercises. 
  

1. Your last surfacing procedure was: 
A. First class. 
B. Surprisingly good. 
C. Understandably awful. 
D. Indescribable. 

2. I presume you got your ticket in a raffle. 
3. For the last serial you could have used any fishing vessel. 
4. My battery is: 

A. 100%, I will simulate a Nuclear Submarine if you wish. 
B. 75%, I will simulate a Nuclear Submarine for a short time if 

you wish. 
C. 50%, I will not simulate a Nuclear Submarine, regardless of 

your wish. 
D. 25%, I wish to simulate a Conventional Submarine, and will 

hot-pipe if you wish. 
E. DEAD, I hot-pipe now, regardless of your wish. 

5. I was unaware that medical standards had been revised. You 
must be blind as a bat. 

6. During the last action you displayed noticeably suicidal 
tendencies. 

7. Once again you have demonstrated a commendable ability to 
practise basics. 

8. The last serial was so bad that we watched a double feature. 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 

9. Your exercise instructions are simple. Simply awful. 
10. I am unable to act as evasively as I wish. 
11. I am unable to act as unevasively as you wish. 
12. I am surfaced (surfacing) because: 

A. I must make repairs. 
B. I wish to bale out water. 
C. Your chances of locating me are negligible otherwise. 
D. I wish to barbecue the next meal. 

13. I must temporarily withdraw from the exercise because of 
difficulties with: 

A. Technical systems which are to difficult to explain. 
B. Battery/motors/generators, I no go right. 
C. Sonar, I no hear right. 
D. Ingress of water, I no float right. 
E. Fire/smoke, I no breathe right. 
F. Personnel, I no lead right. 

14. Please accept my apologies for failing to make the assigned 
rendezvous. My reason is as follows: 

A. The navigator is a Newfoundlander. 
B. I was doing something else at the time and didn’t think 

you’d miss me. 
C. I erroneously assumed that you would be where you said 

you would be. 
D. My navigational equipment has not been updated since the 

Boer War. 
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