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What can you learn about Yelahanka through listening? This
project borrows protocols for listening from sound art
practice, for use as methodologies for socially-engaged
arts. ‘Social listening’ is proposed as an essential
starting point for work that seeks to initiate social
dialogue. 

During this project, students listened together and
separately, comparing experiences and examining their
‘listening positionalities’ (Robinson, 2021). Devising group
agreements for collaborative working and ethical research
practices, students considered how they might use artistic
practice to connect to concerns in the neighbourhood.



SOCIAL
LISTENING

This process has resulted in three proposals for
community-based projects. Each project proposes dialogue
with local communities through creative workshops or
interventions in public space. Proposals have been
developed in consultation with Yelahanka workers and
residents, and suggest artistic strategies to facilitate
communication across social and cultural divides. 

This is one of a series of three zines, that shares these
proposals.
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A new Srishti campus is currently under construction in
Govindpura. This building will replace the six Srishti
teaching sites in Yelahanka – a move that has major
implications for local business owners in the area. The
snack and stationary shops surrounding the current Srishti
sites are largely dependent on business from Srishti
students, who account for the majority of their income. As
Srishti students, we feel that our connection with these
businesses extends beyond a financial relationship; we
have built an emotional connection with Yelahanka workers
over many years. Students have produced menus and wall art
for local shops, and local workers have been a great
source of information for countless student projects.
These shops are important venues in the fabric of student
life - a place to connect with peers, to socialise and de-
stress. This vibrant community appears in stark contrast
to the locale of the new Srishti campus, looming in a
rather austere and deserted landscape. 



AThis project invites reflection on notions of
community. How long does it take for a community to
form? What are the necessary conditions for this?
Will a new community form around the Govindpura
Srishti campus? What will happen to the local
businesses when students and staff are moved away
from Yelahanka? In posing these questions, we
imagine possible futures. Srishti’s N5 building
will one day be home to another community - maybe
office workers or students of another school? What
could we share with them, by way of introduction to
the spaces we’ve inhabited and loved? 

In raising questions about the possible impacts of
the Srishti’s move from Yelahanka to a new site, we
felt it was important to speak to Yelahanka
business owners. Workers told us of the uncertainty
they faced, and noted the lack of communication
from the Srishti authorities. Some of the business
owners we spoke to asked us directly for a point of
contact at the University who they could ask about
the changes taking place. We wondered how we could
facilitate such an exchange of communication, but
being unclear on how to find an appropriate point
of contact within Srishti ourselves, we failed to
do so. 

Feeling a sense of responsibility towards this
community, we tried a different approach – finding
a way to acquaint future residents of the N5
building with these businesses. We hoped that we
could find a way to share the emotional connection
we felt towards these venues with the students or
workers we imagined would replace us. After
consulting with local business owners and obtaining
their approval, we began our process by mapping the
spaces around each of the six Srishti sites. This
is the beginning of a community-sourced collection
of photographs, stories and sounds that aim to
capture Srishti student’s memories. In some ways
this is an archive, but in another, we hope it is a
gift – by way of welcome to the future residents of
the buildings we are vacating.



Our project proposes the installation of large-scale
creative and collectively-produced maps in each of
the six Yelahanka sites once occupied by Srishti.
Alongside this, we would like to distribute small-
sized zines, to support future residents to navigate
the area. During the occasion of the Interim, we
invite you to show support, by writing a line or two
about your favourite shop. These will be presented
to the respective business owners, and with their
consent, turned into illustrated elements for the
proposed maps and zines.
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